NSW RACING AWARDS

BART CUMMINGS
MEDAL NUMBER 15
FOR CHRIS WALLER

CHRIS WALLER, ONE OF THE WORLD’S GREAT TRAINERS, HAS BEEN
PRESENTED WITH HIS 15TH BART CUMMINGS MEDAL DURING RACING’S
NIGHT OF CHAMPIONS AWARDS AT ROYAL RANDWICK
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aller accumulated 148 points in the

prestigious award'’s point score holding

out premier jockey James McDonald

(?1pts) and Zac Lloyd (79pts) who won
the Bart Cummings Medal in 2023.

The trainer also took home the TJ Smith Award
for claiming the Sydney Trainers’ Premiership for the
16th successive occasion.

“It goes without saying that this is an
unprecedented, but worthy, recognition of Chris
Waller’s ongoing achievements and he has our
sincerest congratulations,” said Graeme Hinton,
Racing NSW's Acting Chief Executive.
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James McDonald speaks after receiving
his George Moore Award
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Celebating:

Theo Green Award winner Siena
Grima with Racing NSW's Acting Chief
Executive Officer, Graeme Hinton
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“It's also fitting that he receives this award after a
season where he trained his 200th Group 1 winner.

“As Chris will tell you it is a team effort and to
win the Bart Cummings Medal for the fifteenth time
and TJ Smith award a sixteenth time underlines how
effective his world class operation is.”

The Bart Cummings Medal point score — honouring
the legendary trainer who passed away in 2015 —is
comprised of votes from seven leading Sydney racing
journalists. Other award winners on the night were:

Chris Waller captured his 16th successive T.J.
Smith Award for winning the Sydney Trainers'
Premiership with 183 wins for the season. He beat
home co-trainers Gai Waterhouse & Adrian Bott (69
wins) and Bjorn Baker (57).

James McDonald snared his 10th George Moore
Award (eighth straight) by landing the Sydney
Jockeys’ Premiership with 91 winners for the season
edging out Zac Lloyd (79 wins) and Tommy Berry (72).

Siena Grima took out her first Theo Green Award
for leading Sydney apprentice with 34 wins for the
season defeating last year's winner Braith Nock (30
winners) and Anna Roper (19 wins).

The remaining Racing NSW award winners were: -

Joe Pride (Caryl Williamson NSW Racing Writers’
Personality of the Year): Journalist Ray Thomas said:
“Joe Pride has a remarkable and rare gift to improve
tried, older racehorses combined with this ability
to develop emerging talent resulted in his stable’s
career-best season in 2025/26.

“Pride prepared Ceolwulf to go back-to-back in the
King Charles Ill Stakes and win a second Group 1 for
the season in the Champions Mile.

“Headley Grange had won a Grafton maiden
before joining the trainer’s Warwick Farm stables
but by season'’s end he was a Group 1 winner of the
Kingsford Smith Cup, and evergreen eight-year-old
Private Eye won the Group 2 Lawrence Stakes.

“But Pride also trained the three-year-old Attica
to win a Group 1 Spring Champion Stakes at just his
fourth career start and in his debut race campaign.

“In total, Pride trained the winners 74 races on all
tracks during the season and had a career-best four
Group 1 wins and 15 stakes wins, also a career-best,
for stable earnings of more than $17 million.

“His ratio of stakes-winners-to-winners is over 21%
which is the highest of any of the nation’s leading
trainers.

“"However, Joe Pride always finds time for media
interviews either, TV, radio, print or digital. He
is polite and very accommodating, and a great
advertisement for our sport.”

Stephanie Alexander (Sydney Strapper of the
Year — Brett & Georgie Cavanough stable): The stable
commented: “Stephanie has been an integral part
of every stage of Cavanough Racing’s success. An
elite horsewoman with exceptional horse handling,
horse breaking and riding skills, she has proved an
irreplaceable member of our team.

“Stephanie is a devoted and tirelessly hard worker
who has a work ethic second-to-none. She is a
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Sydney Strapper of the Year, Stephanie
Alexander and Rev Colin Watts
(Australian Racing Christian Chaplaincy)

(L-R): Racing NSW Chairman of Stewards Tom
Moxon, trainer David Pfieffer, and part-owners
Sharon Lenton & Antony Thompson with the
BOBS Horse of the Year award (Ice Kool)

Joe Pride receives the Caryl Williamson
NSW Racing Writers’ Personality of the
Year award from Racing NSW Board
Member, Jane Flemming OAM OLY
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fantastic leader and very capable individual who leads
a successful team.

“Presentation of herself and the horses is always of
the highest standard and, after 13 years, she is one of
our most valued team members.”

Ice Kool (BOBS Horses of the Year): The Zoustar
gelding amassed $78,750 in BOBS bonuses during
the season courtesy of four victories — three at Royal
Randwick and one at Warwick Farm. The David
Pfieffer-trained Ice Kool finished in advance of Plaintiff
(also by Zoustar) and Flying Artie mare Surf’s Up (both
on $56,250).

NSW RACEHORSE OWNERS
AWARD WINNERS WERE: -

GUEST HOUSE (Sponsored by CEACAM
Therapeutics NSW Champion Two-Year-Old)

SHEZA ALIBI (Inglis NSW Champion
Three-Year-Old)

JOLIESTAR (Australian Turf Club NSW
Champion Sprinter)

AUTUMN GLOW (Wild Oaks NSW
Champion Miler)

SIR DELIUS (NSW Champion Middle
Distance Horse)

AELIANA (NSW Champion Stayer)

IDLE FLYER (Baumgartners NSW Queen of
the Autumn)

BIANCO VILANO (Sky Thoroughbred Central
NSW Country Champion Horse)

CHANGINGOFTHEGUARD (Sky Thoroughbred
Central NSW Provincial Champion Horse)

AUTUMN GLOW (TAB NSW Champion Horse of
the Year)

FINAL STANDINGS FOR THE 2025/26
BART CUMMINGS MEDAL:

.. Chris WALLER
... James McDONALD
Zac LLOYD
Nash RAWILLER
Tommy BERRY
Gai WATERHOUSE & Adrian BOTT
... Siena GRIMA / John O’SHEA & Tom CHARLTON
Dylan GIBBONS
... Ciaron MAHER
Braith NOCK / Chad SCHOFIELD
Anna ROPER
Annabel & Rob ARCHIBALD / Bjorn BAKER /
Joe PRIDE
Adam HYERONIMUS / Rachel KING / Josh PARR /
Tyler SCHILLER / Peter SNOWDEN




