THE KOSCIUSZKO

Barbara & Peter Joseph after winning a race at Sapphire Coast

JOSEPH TO OFFER
HIGH ‘THREES’ WITH
KOSSIE SUCCESS

WHEN THE FIRST WINNING TICKET WAS DRAWN IN THE KOSCIUSZKO
SWEEPSTAKES LAST MONTH, PETER JOSEPH BECAME EXCITED .... VERY

EXCITED woORDS: MARK BRASSEL IMAGES: BRADLEY PHOTOGRAPHERS

racingnsw.com.au | OCTOBER 2026



hould Graceful Ellen salute in the $2 million

The Kosciuszko at Royal Randwick on Everest

Day (17 October), there'll be ‘high fives’ all

around - except for Peter Joseph. But we'll
get to that later.

Peter is husband of the ‘Baroness of Bombala’
Barbara Joseph, who has been a trainer for over half
a century and now trains horses with sons Paul and
Matt Jones.

Barbara, along with the boys in more recent years,
has prepared in excess of 1200 winners and will now
have her first Kosciuszko runner

Graceful Ellen is the team'’s inaugural candidate
courtesy of Peter’s winning ticket, whereby the
winner gets to choose the horse to run in their ‘slot”.

It was a given for Graceful Ellen with Peter a
part-owner of the mare who had been runner-up to
Chidiac in the $1m Country Championships Final at
Royal Randwick in April, when backed from $81 into
$41.

As the first winner's ticket was displayed coming
from a 'TAB account in Bombala’, Peter had a fair
inkling it was his ticket.

“A lot of our owners bought tickets, but | bought
some from my TAB account and it was my number
that came out in the draw,” Peter recalled.

“Our family owns a fair bit of the mare, so she was
the obvious pick to run in our slot.

“We've decided to split it 50/50 with our family
and the ownership group.”

The Kosciuszko — the world's richest race for
country-trained horses — carries $2m in prizemoney
and the sweepstakes is a popular adjunct.
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THE KOSCIUSZKO

Each runner in the race is chosen by a sweepstakes
winner who then share in a further $2m prizemoney
with their nominated horse.

“It is thrilling that Graceful Ellen will be our stable’s
first runner in The Kosciuszko,” Joseph said.

Graceful Ellen is a $15 chance on TAB for The
Kosciuszko and was purchased for just $6000 at the
Gold Coast.

“She’s what we call a replacement horse. When our
owners in another horse experience either bad luck
or the horse is not much good, we give them shares
in another horse without charge.

“It's part of how we operate to keep all our owners
happy and involved.”

The Graceful Ellen team will be keen to see some
rain about come Kosciuszko Day with the mare having
raced twice on a heavy track for a win and a close
second.

“She's won her five races between 1200m and
1400m so the distance will be fine. She'll either have
one lead-up race or a trial beforehand.”

Team Joseph/Jones has an interesting affiliation
with fellow Kosciuszko runner Love Shuck, a $26
chance on TAB.

Barbara part-owned and trained Love Shuck’s mum
Oyster Bell and takes up the story.

“Peter was walking the mare with a long lead one
day when a couple of dogs nearby started barking.

“They set her off and she pulled very hard at the
lead he was holding — Peter ended up losing the tops
of two of his fingers.

“The fingers fell to the ground and before he could
do anything about it, the dogs had eaten them!” rRnsw
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Graceful Ellen & Alysha Collett head to the barriers prior to running

second in the Country Championships Final at Royal Randwick
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