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INQUIRY INTO THE ANALYSTS FINDING OF MELOXICAM IN A PRE-RACE BLOOD SAMPLE TAKEN FROM BRACES 

PRIOR TO THE GELDING STARTING IN RACE 7 – BENCHMARK 76  HANDICAP CONDUCTED AT ROSEHILL 

GARDENS 27 FEBRUARY 2019. 
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Racing NSW Stewards today conducted an inquiry into the Analysts’ findings of meloxicam in a pre-
race blood sample taken from Braces prior to the gelding starting in Race 7 – Benchmark 76 Handicap 
conducted at Rosehill racecourse on 27 February 2019.   
 
Evidence was today taken from trainer of Braces, Mr Greg Hickman, Racing NSW Chief Veterinary 
Officer Dr Toby Koenig and ARFL Science Manager Dr Adam Cawley. The inquiry was unable to 
determine the cause for the detection of meloxicam.  
 
Mr Hickman pleaded guilty to a charge under AR240(2) of having presented Braces to race at Rosehill 
racecourse on 27 February 2019 and a pre-race blood sample taken from Braces was found to contain 
the prohibited substance meloxicam. Having considered relevant matters in respect to penalty, 
including this was Mr Hickman’s first offence under this rule, his guilty plea and low level of meloxicam 
detected in the sample he was fined the sum of $5000.  
 
In accordance with the provisions of AR240(1), Braces was disqualified from it’s sixth placing in Race 7 
– Benchmark 76 Handicap conducted at Rosehill racecourse on 27 February 2019 and the placing’s 
amended as follows. 
 

09. Sondelon 1st  

03. Supernova (GB) 2nd  

12. Kolding(NZ) 3rd  

05. Bull Market 4th  

01. Electric Charlie 5th  

06. Mr Gustavo (NZ) 6th  

07. Amanito 7th  

 
Relevant Rules 

Division 2 – Prohibited substance in a sample taken from a horse 

AR 240 Prohibited substance in sample taken from horse at race meeting  

(1) Subject to subrule (3), if a horse is brought to a racecourse and a prohibited substance on 

Prohibited List A and/or Prohibited List B is detected in a sample taken from the horse 

prior to or following its running in any race, the horse must be disqualified from any race in 

which it started on that day.  

(2) Subject to subrule (3), if a horse is brought to a racecourse for the purpose of participating 

in a race and a prohibited substance on Prohibited List A and/or Prohibited List B is 

detected in a sample taken from the horse prior to or following its running in any race, the 

trainer and any other person who was in charge of the horse at any relevant time 

breaches these Australian Rules. 

   
     M F Van Gestel 

Chairman of Stewards 

http://www.racingservicesbureau.net.au/roarrs/Horse/frmhorsedetails.asp?txtPage=pgHorseDetails.asp&txtHorseCode=5021091&txtHorseName=Sondelon
http://www.racingservicesbureau.net.au/roarrs/Horse/frmhorsedetails.asp?txtPage=pgHorseDetails.asp&txtHorseCode=5257436&txtHorseName=Supernova%28GB%29
http://www.racingservicesbureau.net.au/roarrs/Horse/frmhorsedetails.asp?txtPage=pgHorseDetails.asp&txtHorseCode=5056472&txtHorseName=Kolding%28NZ%29
http://www.racingservicesbureau.net.au/roarrs/Horse/frmhorsedetails.asp?txtPage=pgHorseDetails.asp&txtHorseCode=5010991&txtHorseName=Bull+Market
http://www.racingservicesbureau.net.au/roarrs/Horse/frmhorsedetails.asp?txtPage=pgHorseDetails.asp&txtHorseCode=1004211&txtHorseName=Electric+Charlie
http://www.racingservicesbureau.net.au/roarrs/Horse/frmhorsedetails.asp?txtPage=pgHorseDetails.asp&txtHorseCode=5010122&txtHorseName=Mr+Gustavo%28NZ%29
http://www.racingservicesbureau.net.au/roarrs/Horse/frmhorsedetails.asp?txtPage=pgHorseDetails.asp&txtHorseCode=5018182&txtHorseName=Amanito

