                                            Stewards Report

                                    Muswellbrook Jockey Club

                               MUSWELLBROOK RACECOURSE

                                   Monday 15th February 2010
Weather: Overcast

Track: Dead 4
Rail: True

Stewards: S Cullen (Chairman), D Greer, D Dyson.
Supplementary Scone Monday 8th February 2010
Trainer Mr. G Bennett following on from earlier advice that Sugar Oog would likely be spelled following its disappointing performance in the Benchmark 65 Handicap 1600m, confirmed today (12/2/10) that Sugar Oog had been sent to the spelling paddock. 
Race 1: Maiden Plate 1280m
Intergrand was slow to begin. Our Chanel began awkwardly then shortly after the start was crowded by Park heir which shifted out abruptly. Rainbow Garnet raced fiercely in the early and middle stages. Rounding the turn near the 1000m Hot Em Bee hung out. Rounding the home turn Intergrand ran onto the heels of runners in front and had to be steadied. At this point El Condie which was racing tight on the inside of Park Heir had to be steadied. Near the 350m Nell’s Promise was checked when attempting to obtain a narrow run on the inside of Hot Em Bee which shifted in marginally when racing tight on the inside of Lonrose. 

Race 2: Maiden Plate 1280m
Oahu Gem which was fractious in the barrier began awkwardly and lost ground (2L). Apprentice J Drury (Our Abby) in the presence on Racing NSW  apprentice mentor Mr. M Johnston pleaded guilty to a charge of careless riding (AR137a) in that near the 1100m she allowed her mount to shift In when insufficiently clear of Stars An’ Bars which struck the heels of Our Abby and was forced in onto King Cashel, which was severely crowded onto Mulgunnia Lass, which had to be checked for some distance and caused crowding to Oahu Gem which was following and was checked severely as a consequence. J Drury’s License to ride in races was suspended for a period to commence on Sunday 21st February 2010 and to expire on Sunday 14th March 2010, on which day she may resume.
Race 3: Maiden Handicap 900m
Shake Shake Shake was slow to begin. For some distance in the early stages Shake Shake Shake raced fiercely and would not settle.
Race 4: 2yo Country Plate 1000m
Dejavu Rock began awkwardly, shifted in abruptly and crowded Woodrow and Testimonianza. Cool Racer raced greenly in the early and middle stages and hung out rounding the home turn. Rounding the turn near the 600m Testimonianza had to be shifted out abruptly to avoid the heels of Cool Racer, which when racing greenly shifted in abruptly. Rounding the home turn Royal Poser which was racing greenly had to be steadied away from the heels of Scarlett’s Dream. A post race veterinary examination of Cool Racer did not reveal any abnormalities.  

Race 5: Benchmark 60 Handicap 1550m
Due mainly to the slow tempo in the early stages Saint Nicholas, Etalica and Chromate raced fiercely. A post race veterinary examination of Saint Nicholas did not reveal any obvious abnormalities. 
Race 6: Class 2 Handicap 1450m
When questioned in relation to the tactics adopted aboard Zarbu, M Paget explained that he had been instructed to lead today and further was advised that if Zarbu is forced to race behind runners it is reluctant to stretch out and is disadvantaged. He said that in accordance with these instructions he allowed Zarbu to stride to the lead in the early stages and was happy with the tempo he set passing the 1200m. He said shortly after this So Finer challenged him in the lead which caused Zarbu to race fiercely and establish a greater lead at a more solid tempo then he wished. He said that because of this Zarbu weakened over the concluding stages and shifted out under pressure. He said that with the benefit of hindsight even allowing for his instructions, he would have made a greater effort to restrain Zarbu inside the 1000m and allow So Finer to cross and lead. His explanation was accepted. When questioned in relation to his ride on So Finer, apprentice J Hull explained that he had been instructed to ride So Finer with cover in the early and middle stages and improve from the 500m. He said that after beginning well he was trapped wide in the early stages and rounding the turn near the 1100m he allowed So Finer to stride forward as he had been unable to obtain cover at this point. He said that when So Finer turned into the back straight near the 900m it was pulling hard and for this reason he allowed it to stride without restraint, to establish a lead. He said that when placed under pressure shortly after the home turn, So Finer weakened in the run to the finish. Trainer Mr. F Cowell confirmed the instructions and expressed disappointment with the tactics adopted, given that So Finer had not raced for 5 weeks. He said this was the reason that he had issued the instructions to ride the mare with cover to ensure that it didn’t over race in the early and middle stages. Apprentice J Hull was told that he should have made a better effort to restrain So Finer from the 1000m and indeed in the earlier part of the race and given his relative inexperience (40 race rides), this ride was referred to the riders advisory board to be conducted on Wednesday 24th February 2010. A post race veterinary examination of So Finer revealed the mare to be displaying a poor post race recovery rate. At no stage in the home straight was Shrewd Buy ever able to obtain clear running and could not be fully tested. G Lynch (moonlight Avenue) was fined $200 AR137 A (1) (5) (a) (ii) for using his whip in a fore hand manner on more than five occasions prior to the 100m.
Race 7: Benchmark 55 Handicap 900m
Near the 300m Ayjaydee which was attempting to improve around Miss Fanatik struck the heels of Caliban, blundered and lost ground. Caliban sustained lacerations to its hind legs during this incident and was treated on course by the club’s veterinary officer. Dixie Lass hung out throughout and placed its rider at a disadvantage. Stable representative Mr M Ollerton was told that prior to racing again Dixie Lass would have to perform satisfactorily in an official barrier trial. Prior to the declaration of correct weight submissions were considered from the connections of Dream and Excel relative to that mare being declared a non runner citing an unfair start. As well as these submissions, evidence was taken from the starter Mr M Hunt, all official videos of the start were reviewed and from their own live observations stewards determined that when a start was effected Dream And Excel had its head in an adjoining stall and was unable to begin with the field, therefore Dream And Excel was declared a non runner (AR 134A) and when correct weight was declared it was ordered that all bets made on Dream And Excel be refunded in full and all other bets made on the race be subject to the deduction of 17c win and 15c place, on the face value of the betting ticket. 
Race 8: Benchmark 50 Handicap 1280m
Levu began awkwardly. Mistime was slow to begin.
General: Swab samples were taken from the following runners: Hot Em Bee, Grand Beauty, Silent Winn, Princess Sharon, Entrée, Deal For Real, Dubai Jim.
SUMMARY

	Fines
	Race 6: G Lynch (AR137A(5)(ii)) $200

	Severe Reprimands
	Nil

	Reprimands
	Nil

	Suspensions
	Race 2: J Drury (AR137a) from 21/2/10 to 14/3/10

	Warnings
	Nil

	Trials
	Nil

	Certificates
	Nil

	Bleeders
	Nil

	Falls/ Injuries
	Nil


