    Stewards Report

                                         Walcha Jockey Club

                                     WALCHA RACECOURSE

                                     Friday 12th February, 2010

Weather: Fine
Track: Good 3

Rail: True
Stewards: S Cullen (Chairman), D Greer, I Downs.
Race 1: Benchmark 65 Handicap 1000m
Master Danny and Best On Board were slow to begin. 
Race 2: Maiden Plate 1440m
Sing Like Bling was slow to begin. Shortly after the start Twomore was crowded between Ithinkso which shifted out and Big Cat Drummer which shifted in slightly. Passing the 800m Pipeliner ran onto the heels of Twomore and had to be steadied. Near the 300m Ithinkso which was weakening had to be steadied when crowded by Plainsailing which was hanging in and shifted in slightly after being hampered by Indian Trader, which shifted in momentarily. Plainsailing hung in when placed under pressure inside the 200m and proved difficult to ride. A post race veterinary examination of Pipeliner failed to reveal any obvious abnormalities.
Race 3: Maiden Plate 1000m
Northern Mark stood flat footed at the start and lost ground (3L). Freres began awkwardly at the start, shifted out abruptly and lost ground. Tuncurry Tiger was slow to begin. Intercede was slow to begin and shortly after the start was hampered by Silent Valley which shifted in. Near the 700m Tuncurry Tiger was hampered when racing on the inside of Little Vicki which shifted in away from Insufficient Funds. For some distance passing the 600m Tuncurry Tiger raced greenly and shifted ground when racing between Wallaringa and Little Vicki. When questioned in relation to the performance of Tickle My Pocket, rider A W Robinson stated that Tickle My Pocket travelled comfortably in the early and middle stages and near the 400m he was confident of Victory. He said that shortly after this he attempted to go forward, however Tickle My Pocket was immediately under pressure and despite being ridden vigorously weakened through the field. He said that inside the 150m he felt that something had gone amiss with Tickle My Pocket and did not place the gelding under any further pressure. He added that when Tickle My Pocket returned to the mounting enclosure it was in a distressed condition. Trainer Mr. L Tilley could offer no excuse for the performance and said that if nothing was amiss with Tickle My Pocket in the ensuing days he would continue with the gelding’s preparation. However he noted that when Tickle My Pocket returned in the race day stalls it was sucking wind through its anus. He said that he would apply to have a tail chain added to Tickle My Pockets approved race gear. A post race veterinary examination of Tickle My Pocket failed to reveal any obvious abnormalities. 

Race 4: Benchmark 55 Handicap 1700m
Delago Del stood flat footed at the start and lost ground (2L). A post race veterinary examination of Manziedear did not reveal any obvious abnormalities.  When questioned in relation to the performance of Pretty Useful, rider G Lynch explained that Pretty Useful was trapped wide throughout and failed to travel at any stage. He said that he placed the Pretty Useful under full pressure from the 600m, however the gelding did not respond and ran to the finish in a disappointing manner. A post race veterinary examination of Pretty Useful revealed the gelding to be displaying a poor post race recovery rate. 

Race 5: Benchmark 60 Handicap 1200m
No Report
Race 6: Benchmark 50 Handicap 1000m
Wednesday Lass dislodged its rider during the parade to the barrier and galloped into the car park area. Wednesday Lass was withdrawn 4.02pm. When correct weight was declared it was ordered that all bets placed on Wednesday Lass be refunded in full and all other bets placed on the race prior to 4.02pm, be subject to the deductions 3 cents win and 4 cents place on the face value of the betting ticket. Prior to the declaration of correct weight, submissions were considered from the connections of Notarocksinger relative to that runner being denied a fair start. Evidence was also taken from the starter Mr. M Hunt, the rider apprentice T Bell. Following these submission and after viewing all available video footage of the start of the race it was determined that as the gates were released Notarocksinger threw its head down and missed the start (5L). As this could not be attributed to any other factor then Notarocksingers own behavior, it was declared a runner. Stable representative Mr. J Grills was told that a warning for being fractious at the start would be placed on the racing record of Notarocksinger, and should it not perform similarly in future it would be placed in barrier trials to rectify its habits. The saddle on I Love Legs shifted backwards shortly after the start. The saddle on Dismantle shifted backwards passing the 800m, placing its rider at a disadvantage for the remainder of the event.
Race 7: Walcha Cup 1440m
For some distance approaching the home turn, Robbed was held up and unable to improve. For a considerable distance approaching and rounding the home turn Tizapane was held up and unable to improve. Near the 250m Forced To Tango which improved quickly had to be steadied and shifted to the inside of Studio Star, in an attempt to go forward. Then near the 100m Forced to Tango was hampered when Studio Star shifted in momentarily. At no stage in the home straight was Sista Kugah ever able to obtain clear running and as a result ran to the finish without being fully tested.  
Race 8: Benchmark 50 Handicap 1440m

Franc was slow to begin, then shortly after was hampered by Tidy Trim which was taken in momentarily by Arakoon. G Snowden (Cabriole) pleaded guilty to a charge of careless riding (AR137a), in that passing the 1200m he allowed his mount to shift in when insufficiently clear of Tidy Trim which had to be checked. G Snowden’s license to ride in races was suspended for a period to commence on Sunday the 14th February 2010, and expire on Saturday 20th February 2010, on which day he may resume.
For a considerable distance rounding the home turn Shades of Gold had to be checked away from the heels of runners in front and lost ground. Apprentice T Bell (Shades of Gold), in the presence of stable representative Mr. J Grills (deputizing as master), pleaded guilty to a charge of careless riding (AR137a), in that passing the 50m he rode his mount outwards when insufficiently clear of Dashaheart which was checked and taken out onto Jewel Passport which had to be checked away from the heels of Cabriole. T Bell’s license to ride in races was suspended for a period to commence on Sunday 21st February 2010, and to expire on the 1st of March 2010, on which day he may resume.

General: Swab samples were taken from the following runners: Keepitreal, Plainsailing, Intercede, Northern Mark, Last Rain, Tige, Pretty useful, Notforpublication, Indian Trader, Cats Tail, Tocapitalize.
SUMMARY

	Fines
	Nil

	Severe Reprimands
	Nil

	Reprimands
	Nil

	Suspensions
	Race 8: G Snowden (AR137a) from 14/2/10 to 20/2/10, on which day eh may resume.
Race 8: T Bell (AR137a) from 21/2/10 to 1/3/10, on which day he may resume.

	Warnings
	Race 6: Notarocksinger- fractious in the barriers.

	Trials
	Nil

	Certificates
	Nil

	Bleeders
	Nil

	Falls/ Injuries
	Nil


